
THE RADICAL STORIES OF 
JESUS: A Study of the Parables  

Wednesday Evenings at 6:30 PM 

Meeting January 8 - February 26, 
2020. 

No books or curriculum are 
required. All are welcome. 

Session 8: The Greatest Story Ever Told 

1) Who did the “lost sheep” in Luke 15 represent? 

2) “All we like sheep have gone astray” is from which Old Testament 
prophet?  

3) In the Parable of the Lost Coin, if the woman’s loss is a single drachma, 
how much did she lose? 

4) Luke 15:10 reads: “In the same way, there is joy in the presence of 
God’s angels when even one sinner repents.” Who is celebrating? 

5) The last story in Luke 15 is about two sons. Who do the two sons 
represent in Jesus’ story? 

6) The Greek word used to describe the father’s wealth (bios) means: 

7) By the standard of the day, how much of the father’s estate did the 
younger/prodigal son receive? 

8) Besides the obvious fact that it was a dirty job, what is the significance 
of the prodigal son ending up working on a pig farm? 

9) Per Dr. Kenneth Bailey, the father ran to the prodigal son out of love and 
to the prevent a “kezazah” ceremony.. What was that? 

10)The younger/prodigal son wanted nothing more than to be a slave. The 
older son considered his relationship with his father as slavery. What 
was wrong with each perspective, and how is this a key understanding 
of the parable? 
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THE STORY 

From Luke 10: 

25 One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him 
this question: “Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 Jesus 
replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?” 27 The 
man answered, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 
your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’” 28 “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!” 29 The 
man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 

30 Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem 
down to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road. 31 “By chance 
a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to 
the other side of the road and passed him by. 32 A Temple assistant walked 
over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side. 
33 “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he 
felt compassion for him. 34 Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his 
wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man 
on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. 
35 The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, 
‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next 
time I’m here.’ 

36 “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man 
who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked. 37 The man replied, “The one 
who showed him mercy.” Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.” 

Jesus never defines “neighbor,” or sets boundaries on mercy. 

This is not a story about being “neighborly.” It’s a story about how 
love is more important than established religious rules. 

THE SETTING 

The “Jericho Road” was one of the most dangerous thoroughfares in 
ancient times, and was known as “The Bloody Way.” 

The dangerous terrain was exceeded only by the danger of bandits. 
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The two travelers: The first is a priest, and the second is “Temple assistant” 
or Levite. Such religious professionals were prohibited - by law - from 
touching a dead body. 

Leviticus 21:11-12 - “He must not defile himself by going near a dead body. 
He may not make himself ceremonially unclean even for his father or 
mother. He must not defile the sanctuary of his God by leaving it to attend 
to a dead person, for he has been made holy by the anointing oil of his 
God.”  

Numbers 19:11-13 - “All those who touch a dead human body will be 
ceremonially unclean for seven days. They must purify themselves on the 
third and seventh days with the water of purification; then they will be 
purified. But if they do not do this on the third and seventh days, they will 
continue to be unclean even after the seventh day. All those who touch a 
dead body and do not purify themselves in the proper way defile the Lord’s 
Tabernacle, and they will be cut off from the community of Israel.” 
 
THE SAMARITAN 

The Samaritans were considered racially inferior, Jews having intermarried 
with the Assyrians. 

The Samaritans were viewed as betrayers of their race and their country by 
not remaining “pure.” 

The Samaritans had a competing religion with its one temple built on top of 
Mount Gerizim. 
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