
THE RADICAL STORIES OF 
JESUS: A Study of the Parables  

Wednesday Evenings at 6:30 PM 

Meeting January 8 - February 26, 
2020. 

No books or curriculum are 
required. All are welcome. 

Session 6: Lost Things 

1) Many of today’s interpretations about hell come form one single parable 
of Jesus. What is that parable? 

2) What four words are translated “hell” in older English translations of the 
Bible? 

3) Only two speakers use the word “Gehenna” in the New Testament: 
Jesus and who else? 

4) Which group brought the concept of burning hell into Jewish theology? 

5) By the time of Jesus, Hades had been divided into two sections, one of 
judgment and one of reward. What two names were given to the place 
of reward? 

6) Who was the Christian theologian who first codified prevailing beliefs 
about hell? Which later theologian first graphically described the 
torment of hell as a source of joy for those in heaven? 

7) Name the Greek philosopher who is the most responsible for crafting 
the Western concept of an eternal soul: 

8) How many of Jesus’ parables are specifically about judgment? 

9) From where did Jesus “borrow” the plot line of the Parable of the Rich 
Man and Lazarus? 

10) With last week’s study in mind, how would you interpret or apply the 
Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus? 
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“This much is certain, that we have no theological right to set any sort of 
limits to the loving-kindness of God which has appeared in Jesus Christ. 

Our theological duty is to see and understand God’s grace as being greater 
than we can imagine.” - Karl Barth 

THE LAY OF THE LAND 

Luke 15 is likely the greatest single chapter of all of Luke’s writing. 

Luke 15:1-3 - “Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to 
listen to Jesus teach. This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious 

law complain that he was associating with such sinful people - even eating 
with them! So Jesus told them this story…” 

A “sinner,” by standard of the Pharisee, was an outsider; anyone who by 
nationality or behavior had alienated themselves from the Temple and the 
law. Tax collectors, foreigners, and the unclean (the expendable) were held 
in particular contempt. 

Matthew 9:9-13 - “As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at his tax collector’s booth. ‘Follow me and be my disciple,’ 
Jesus said to him. So Matthew got up and followed him. Later, Matthew 
invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with 
many tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. But when the Pharisees 
saw this, they asked his disciples, 'Why does your teacher eat with such 
scum?’ When Jesus heard this, he said, ‘Healthy people don’t need a 
doctor - sick people do.’ Then he added, ‘Now go and learn the meaning of 
this Scripture: “I want you to show mercy, not offer sacrifices.” For I have 
come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know 
they are sinners.” 

The Pharisees emerged as a leading religious and political party during the 
Maccabean period - the two centuries before Jesus.  

1) Their motivations were sincere. 

2) They were a party of the people.  

3) Jesus had much in common with the Pharisees. 

4) Ultimately, the Pharisee preserved Judaism.  
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5) A “Pharisee” should not be an anti-semitic slur, but used in terms of 
hypocrisy, legalism, or manipulation. 

Jesus gives his own indictment of the Pharisees in Matthew 23: 

Verses 1-5 - “Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, ‘The 
teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are the official interpreters of 
the law of Moses. So practice and obey whatever they tell you, but don’t 
follow their example. For they don’t practice what they teach. They crush 
people with unbearable religious demands and never lift a finger to ease 
the burden. Everything they do is for show.’" 

Verse 13 - “Hypocrites! For you shut the door of the Kingdom of Heaven in 
people’s faces. You won’t go in yourselves, and you don’t let others enter 
either.” 

Verse 15 - "Hypocrites! For you cross land and sea to make one convert, 
and then you turn that person into twice the child of hell you yourselves are! 
(gehenna)”  

Verse 17 - “Blind fools! Which is more important - the gold or the Temple 
that makes the gold sacred?” 

Verse 23-24 - “Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest 
income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects 
of the law - justice, mercy, and faith. You strain your water so you won’t 
accidentally swallow a gnat, but you swallow a camel!” 

Verse 25 - “Hypocrites! For you are so careful to clean the outside of the 
cup and the dish, but inside you are filthy - full of greed and self-
indulgence!” 

Verse 26-27 - “Hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs - beautiful 
on the outside but filled on the inside with dead people’s bones and all 
sorts of impurity. Outwardly you look like righteous people, but inwardly 
your hearts are filled with hypocrisy and lawlessness.” 

Verse 29-31 - “Hypocrites! For you build tombs for the prophets your 
ancestors killed, and you decorate the monuments of the godly people your 
ancestors destroyed. Then you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our 
ancestors, we would never have joined them in killing the prophets.’ But in 
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saying that, you testify against yourselves that you are indeed the 
descendants of those who murdered the prophets.” 

THE LOST SHEEP (STORY ONE) 

Luke 15:4-7 - “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, 
what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness 

and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds it? And when he has 
found it, he will joyfully carry it home on his shoulders. When he arrives, he 

will call together his friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me 
because I have found my lost sheep.’ In the same way, there is more joy in 

heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over 
ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away!” 

Shepherding was a common occupation in Jesus’ day, and often used as a 
picture of God’s relationship with Israel. 

Sheep were prized possessions. 

Ultimately, this is not a parable so much about a wayward sheep as it is 
about an unrelenting, gracious God. 

THE LOST COIN (STORY TWO) 

Luke 15:8-10 - “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. 
Won’t she light a lamp and sweep the entire house and search carefully 
until she finds it? And when she finds it, she will call in her friends and 

neighbors and say, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost coin.’ In 
the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even one 

sinner repents.” 

This woman’s lost coin is a drachma, a day’s wage. It could have been part 
of a necklace or a keepsake; or could have been the woman’s only 
savings. 

The Pharisees of Jesus’ day had a proverb: “Blessed is the man who seeks 
after the law of God as if searching for a lost coin.” 

Note, it’s not the angels rejoicing when a sinner repents: “There is joy in the 
presence of God’s angels…”
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