
THE RADICAL STORIES OF 
JESUS: A Study of the Parables  

Wednesday Evenings at 6:30 PM 

Meeting January 8 - February 26, 
2020. 

No books or curriculum are 
required. All are welcome. 

Session 4: Good News, Bad News 

1) Which Gospel has the most exclusive parables of Jesus? How many 
original parables does this Gospel have? 

2) What is meant by a “Christ-Centric” interpretive approach?  

3) Where would you find the best summary of the core ethical teachings of 
Jesus? 

4) What precipitated Jesus’ telling of the Parable, “The Workers in the 
Vineyard?” (Matthew 20:1-16) 

5) “Jesus had a clear and powerful message about ___________________ 
through down-to-earth, real-life stories.” -  Dr. David Wenham 

6) Why did Luke put so much emphasis on how Jesus welcomed outsiders 
into the Kingdom of God? 

7) For a look at “Jesus the Christ,” which of the four Gospels should you 
read? 

8) On what occasion did Jesus tell the Parable of “The Unmerciful 
Servant?” (Matthew 18:21-35) 

9) How would you interpret Jesus’ Parable of “The Great Banquet?” (Luke 
14:15-24) 

10) What do you find the most unsetting about the the Parable of “The 
Shrewd Servant?” (Luke 16:1-9) 
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Read the “Good News, Bad News” Parables with these points in mind: 

1) These are stories that COMPARE and CONTRAST 

2) Those on the “wrong” side can always CHANGE 

3) The greatest obstacles to the way of Jesus are IGNORANCE AND 
ARROGANCE 

PARABLE #1: THE WISE AND FOOLISH BUILDERS (Matthew 7:24-27) 

24 “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person 
who builds a house on solid rock. 25 Though the rain comes in torrents and 
the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse 
because it is built on bedrock. 26 But anyone who hears my teaching and 
doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. 
27 When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, 
it will collapse with a mighty crash.” 

PARABLE #2: THE TWO SONS (Matthew 21:28-32) 

28 “But what do you think about this? A man with two sons told the older 
boy, ‘Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 The son answered, 
‘No, I won’t go,’ but later he changed his mind and went anyway. 30 Then 
the father told the other son, ‘You go,’ and he said, ‘Yes, sir, I will.’ But he 
didn’t go. 31 “Which of the two obeyed his father?” They replied, “The first.” 

Then Jesus explained his meaning: “I tell you the truth, corrupt tax 
collectors and prostitutes will get into the Kingdom of God before you do. 
32 For John the Baptist came and showed you the right way to live, but you 
didn’t believe him, while tax collectors and prostitutes did. And even when 
you saw this happening, you refused to believe him and repent of your sins. 

PARABLE #3: THE TEN VIRGINS (Matthew 25:1-13) 
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“Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids[a] who took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and 
five were wise. 3 The five who were foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for 
their lamps, 4 but the other five were wise enough to take along extra oil. 
5 When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell 
asleep. 6 At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom 
is coming! Come out and meet him!’ 

7 “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8 Then the five 
foolish ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our 
lamps are going out.’ 9 But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all 
of us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 But while they were 
gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in 
with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked.  

11 “Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, 
calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ 12 But he called back, ‘Believe 
me, I don’t know you!’ 13 “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not 
know the day or hour of my return. 

PARABLE #4: THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS (Matthew 25:31-46) 

31 “But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit upon his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered in his 
presence, and he will separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. 33 He will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his 
left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the 
world. 35 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a 
drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. 36 I was naked, and 
you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you 
visited me.’ 37 Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see 
you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 Or a 
stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39 When did 
we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will say, ‘I tell 
you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, 
you were doing it to me!’  

41 “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you 
cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons. 42 For I 
was hungry, and you didn’t feed me. I was thirsty, and you didn’t give me a drink. 
43 I was a stranger, and you didn’t invite me into your home. I was naked, and 
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you didn’t give me clothing. I was sick and in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’ 
44 Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?’ 45 And he will answer, ‘I 
tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers and 
sisters, you were refusing to help me.’ 46 And they will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.” 

PARABLE #5: SEATING AT THE FEAST (Luke 14:7-14) 

7 When Jesus noticed that all who had come to the dinner were trying to sit in the 
seats of honor near the head of the table, he gave them this advice: 8 “When you 
are invited to a wedding feast, don’t sit in the seat of honor. What if someone who 
is more distinguished than you has also been invited? 9 The host will come and 
say, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then you will be embarrassed, and you will 
have to take whatever seat is left at the foot of the table! 

10 “Instead, take the lowest place at the foot of the table. Then when your host 
sees you, he will come and say, ‘Friend, we have a better place for you!’ Then 
you will be honored in front of all the other guests. 11 For those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
12 Then he turned to his host. “When you put on a luncheon or a banquet,” he 
said, “don’t invite your friends, brothers, relatives, and rich neighbors. For they 
will invite you back, and that will be your only reward. 13 Instead, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 Then at the resurrection of the righteous, 
God will reward you for inviting those who could not repay you.” 

PARABLE #6: THE PHARISEE AND THE TAX COLLECTOR (Luke 18:9-14) 

9 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in their own 
righteousness and scorned everyone else: 10 “Two men went to the Temple to 
pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collector. 11 The 
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am not 
like other people - cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I’m certainly not like that tax 
collector! 12 I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.’ 

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to 
heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be 
merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’ 14 I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, 
returned home justified before God. For those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
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