
THE RADICAL STORIES OF 
JESUS: A Study of the Parables  

Wednesday Evenings at 6:30 PM 

Meeting January 8 - February 26, 
2020. 

No books or curriculum are 
required. All are welcome. 

Session 3: Everything is Upside Down 

1) While all the parables of Jesus are generally about the Kingdom of God, 
how many are specifically about the Kingdom? 

2) What is the Greek root word translated “kingdom” in most English 
Bibles? 

3) The parables consist of what percentage of Jesus’ total teachings? 

4) What is a lesson to be learned from the Parable of the Unmerciful 
Servant (Matthew 18:23-34)? 

5) “Without us, God _________________. And without God, 
__________________.” - Desmond Tutu 

6) What does it mean that the Kingdom of God (even Jesus’ parables) are 
subversive? 

7) How many specific Kingdom parables are in the Gospel of Mark? 

8) What is the meaning/interpretation of the Parable of the Weeds (Wheat 
and Tares) from Matthew 23? 

9) Which Gospel contains the most specific Kingdom of God parables? 

10) Last week’s lesson put the specific Kingdom Parables into four 
categories. What are they? 

Bonus Question: What is the Kingdom of God? 
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PARABLE ONE: THE WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD (Matthew 20:1-16) 

“For the Kingdom of Heaven is like the landowner who went out early one 
morning to hire workers for his vineyard. He agreed to pay the normal daily 
wage and sent them out to work. At nine o’clock in the morning he was 
passing through the marketplace and saw some people standing around 
doing nothing. So he hired them, telling them he would pay them whatever 
was right at the end of the day. So they went to work in the vineyard. At 
noon and again at three o’clock he did the same thing. At five o’clock that 
afternoon he was in town again and saw some more people standing 
around.  

“He asked them, ‘Why haven’t you been working today?’ They replied, 
‘Because no one hired us.’ The landowner told them, ‘Then go out and join 
the others in my vineyard.’ That evening he told the foreman to call the 
workers in and pay them, beginning with the last workers first. When those 
hired at five o’clock were paid, each received a full day’s wage. When 
those hired first came to get their pay, they assumed they would receive 
more. But they, too, were paid a day’s wage.  

“When they received their pay, they protested to the owner, ‘Those people 
worked only one hour, and yet you’ve paid them just as much as you paid 
us who worked all day in the scorching heat.’ He answered one of them, 
‘Friend, I haven’t been unfair! Didn’t you agree to work all day for the usual 
wage? Take your money and go. I wanted to pay this last worker the same 
as you. Is it against the law for me to do what I want with my money? 
Should you be jealous because I am kind to others?’ So those who are last 
now will be first then, and those who are first will be last.” 

NOTES: 
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PARABLE TWO: THE GREAT BANQUET (Luke 14:15-24) 

“A man sitting at the table with Jesus exclaimed, ‘What a blessing it will be 
to attend a banquet in the Kingdom of God!’ Jesus replied with this story: ‘A 
man prepared a great feast and sent out many invitations. When the 
banquet was ready, he sent his servant to tell the guests, “Come, the 
banquet is ready.” But they all began making excuses. One said, “I have 
just bought a field and must inspect it. Please excuse me.” Another said, “I 
have just bought five pairs of oxen, and I want to try them out. Please 
excuse me.” Another said, “I just got married, so I can’t come.” 

“‘The servant returned and told his master what they had said. His master 
was furious and said, “Go quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and 
invite the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.” After the servant had 
done this, he reported, “There is still room for more.” So his master said, 
“Go out into the country lanes and behind the hedges and urge anyone you 
find to come, so that the house will be full. For none of those I first invited 
will get even the smallest taste of my banquet.’” 

NOTES: 

Page  of 3 4



PARABLE THREE: THE SHREWD SERVANT (Luke 16:1-9) 

“Jesus told this story to his disciples: ‘There was a certain rich man who 
had a manager handling his affairs. One day a report came that the 
manager was wasting his employer’s money. So the employer called him in 
and said, ‘What’s this I hear about you? Get your report in order, because 
you are going to be fired.’ 

“The manager thought to himself, ‘Now what? My boss has fired me. I don’t 
have the strength to dig ditches, and I’m too proud to beg. Ah, I know how 
to ensure that I’ll have plenty of friends who will give me a home when I am 
fired.’ So he invited each person who owed money to his employer to come 
and discuss the situation. He asked the first one, ‘How much do you owe 
him?’ The man replied, ‘I owe him 800 gallons of olive oil.’ So the manager 
told him, ‘Take the bill and quickly change it to 400 gallons.’ 

 “‘And how much do you owe my employer?’ he asked the next man. ‘I owe 
him 1,000 bushels of wheat,’ was the reply. ‘Here,’ the manager said, ‘take 
the bill and change it to 800 bushels.’ The rich man had to admire the 
dishonest rascal for being so shrewd. And it is true that the children of this 
world are more shrewd in dealing with the world around them than are the 
children of the light. Here’s the lesson: Use your worldly resources to 
benefit others and make friends. Then, when your possessions are gone, 
they will welcome you to an eternal home.” 

NOTES: 
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