
THE RADICAL STORIES OF 
JESUS: A Study of the Parables  

Wednesday Evenings at 6:30 PM 

Meeting January 8 - February 26, 
2020. 

No books or curriculum are required. 
All are welcome. 

Session 2: The Kingdom of God Is at Hand! 

“The kingdom of God is here - present yet hidden, immanent yet transcendent. It 
is at hand - among us and beyond us, now and not yet.” - Rachel Held Evans 

1) “Parable” means “comparison” in Greek. In Hebrew, what does it mean? 

2) In what specific books of the Bible will you find Jesus’ parables? 

3) The parables consist of what percentage of Jesus’ total teachings? 

4) How many parables did Jesus tell?  

5) What does “synoptic” mean when applied to the gospels? 

6) Which of the gospels appears to be the oldest/first one written? 

7) Which gospel contains the highest number of original/exclusive parables? 

8) Name the parable that can be regarded as a summary of Jesus’ ministry. 

9) How many of the parables are found in all three of the synoptic Gospels? 

10) What is the major theme of Jesus’ parables? 
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WHAT IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD? 

The Greek root of “kingdom” is “basilica.” It can also be translated as “royalty…
leadership…rule…reign…dominion…movement…power.” 

“The kingdom of God is here - present yet hidden, immanent yet transcendent. It 
is at hand - among us and beyond us, now and not yet.” - Rachel Held Evans 

“It is a present reality and a future event, begun in Jesus but yet to be completed. 
. .It is God’s performance in which we actively participate.” - David Gushee 

“Without us, God will not. Without God, we cannot.” - Desmond Tutu 

“The Kingdom of God arrives wherever Jesus overcomes the power of evil.” - 
David Bosch 

“It is the power of Jesus Christ demonstrated in the lives of people.” - RM 

WHICH PARABLES ARE SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD? 

All of them, but specifically there are 14 Parables that directly reference the 
Kingdom of God: 
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THE KINGDOM PARABLES OF JESUS Matthew Mark Luke

The Sower and the Soils 13:3-23 4:3-20 8:5-15

Mustard Seed 13:31-32 4:30-32 13:18-19

Yeast/Leaven 13:33 13:20-21

Weeds 13:24-43

Hidden Treasure 13:44

Pearl of Great Price 13:45-46

The Net 13:47-50

Owner of the House 13:52

Unmerciful Servant 18:23-34

Workers in the Vineyard 20:1-16

Wedding Banquet 22:2-14

Ten Virgins 25:1-13

Growing Seed 4:26-29

Great Banquet 14:16-24



The Parable of the Sower and the Soils provides an introduction to the Parables 
and Jesus’ ministry. The remains 13 stories can be divided into four groups: 

GROUP ONE: The “Dynamic Stories.”  

 Parable of the Mustard Seed 
 Parable of the Leaven/Yeast 
 Parable of the Growing Seed 

Matthew 13:31-33 Here is another illustration Jesus used: “The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like a mustard seed planted in a field. It is the smallest of all seeds, but 
it becomes the largest of garden plants; it grows into a tree, and birds come and 
make nests in its branches.” Jesus also used this illustration: “The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like the yeast a woman used in making bread. Even though she put 

only a little yeast in three measures of flour, it permeated every part of the 
dough.” 

GROUP TWO: The “Dividing Stories.”  

 Parable of the Weeds (Wheat and Tares) 
 Parable of the Net  
 Parable of the Wedding Banquet  
 Parable of the Ten Virgins 

Matthew 13:37-38 Jesus replied, “The Son of Man is the farmer who plants the 
good seed. The field is the world, and the good seed represents the people of the 

Kingdom. The weeds are the people who belong to the evil one.” 

GROUP THREE: The “Discovery Stories.”  

 Parable of the Hidden Treasure 
 Parable of the Pearl of Great Price 
 Parable of the Owner of the House 

Matthew 13:44-46 “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man 
discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything 
he owned to get enough money to buy the field. Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is 
like a merchant on the lookout for choice pearls. When he discovered a pearl of 

great value, he sold everything he owned and bought it!” 

GROUP FOUR: The “Debtor Stories.”  

 Parable of the The Unmerciful Servant  
 Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard 
 Parable of the Great Banquet 
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Matthew 18:21-23 Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I 
forgive someone who sins against me? Seven times?” 

“No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven! The Kingdom of 
Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to bring his accounts up to date 

with servants who had borrowed money from him. . .” 

WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD? 

1) The Kingdom of God is SUBVERSIVE (Working below the surface). 

2) The Kingdom of God is DECISIVE (Calls all people to a decision - get in!). 

3) The Kingdom of God is PERFORMATIVE (God’s performance - our 
participation.) 

4) The Kingdom of God is REDEMPTIVE (Liberation, reversal, is the core) 

5) The Kingdom of God is EXPLOSIVE (Costly - requires surrender and change 
- kicks against the status quo) 

6) The Kingdom of God is ELUSIVE (Discovered, not described) 

7) The Kingdom of God is INCLUSIVE (Grace and forgiveness)  
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